136                  MY MEMOIRS
sketched to the Ambassador the possibility of a naval covenant between the two continental neighbours. The Prince is said to have expressed himself as follows on that occasion* :
"What I am aiming at is the * restoration of a certain balance of power at sea/ and France has a great part to play in this matter if she is ready to enter into our views. There was a great deal said at one time about the European balance of power, but this belongs to the eighteenth century. I do not believe, however, that it would be too old-fashioned to speak of ' a balance of power at sea/ I do not want a war against England, but I should like to make her realize that the navies of the other nations can establish a counterpoise to her at sea, and compel her to take other people's interests into account if they combine. But England has got to accustom herself to the idea that an alliance between Germany and France is not outside the bounds of possibility."
Bismarck himself would probably have been the only man who could have brought about a reconciliation with France. As this reconciliation, however, was not effected, the ageing man became alienated from these views. He no longer felt how strongly this diplomatic dependence on Russia, which he demanded (and the necessity of which was quite clear even to me), required as a foundation, in view of the altered international situation, a naval "balance of power" policy and the power of offering an alliance at sea. Owing to the British hostility towards us which had 1 Neue Preussische (Kreuz-*) Zeitung, August 20th, 1918.